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Glaubensregel, Heilige Schrift, und Taufbekenntnis. Unter- 
suchungen iiber die dogmatische Autoritat, ihr Werden und 
ihre Geschichte, vornehmlich in der alten Kirche. Von Dr. 
Johannes Kunze. Leipzig: Dorffling & Franke, 1899. 
Pp. xii + 560. M. 15. 

In the few well-chosen terms of the title the author gives us a gen- 
eral view of the character and aim of his contribution to historical 
theology- The argument is based on a thorough study of the develop- 
ment of the regula fidei and the prevalence of the trinitarian formula 
of baptism in the early Christian church, with special emphasis on 
their relation to Holy Scripture. It supports the idea that, during the 
second century and subsequently until papal authority became domi- 
nant, the written Word stood in the consciousness of all Christian 
teachers as the norm of faith. 

The argument is throughout historical, it may be said dogmatico- 
historical. The regula fidei, like the baptismal formula, was from the 
beginning of the post-apostolic age trinitarian, as Dr. Kunze shows by 
numerous citations from Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and 
other prominent writers. As regards the formula of baptism, Origen, 
for example, nowhere postulates the authority of the church at Rome, 
nor in his teaching does he speak as if he were introducing a new idea 
or novel order ; but the tone of his language presupposes the usage of 
the church as prevalent, not only in Egypt, but in the church universal 
from the first decades of the second century (p. 60). 

Much space is given by Kunze to the discussion of the question 
respecting the relation which in the belief and teaching of the Nicene 
and ante-Nicene age the regula bore to Scripture. He demonstrates by 
many quotations from the Fathers that the regula was not a tradition 
that in the thought of the church complemented Scripture or in point 
of authority stood above it. Instead, the relative position of the two 
things is directly the opposite. What is the regula fidei? What the 
apostolic tradition ? It addresses faith from the apostolic writings, 
which are the rich inheritance of the post-apostolic church. "The 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are a constituent part of the 
regula, and there can be no 'canon' without Scripture" (pp. 95, 207). 

Agreeably to the judgment of the author, as the result of his 
investigations, the canon was not absolutely identified either with 
Scripture or the baptismal confession, yet both were included. He 
endeavors accordingly to express his idea of their relationship thus : 
The regula fidei is the baptismal confession as set against heresies, as 
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completed and interpreted by Holy Scripture, Scripture itself being an 
essential element of the regula (p. 185). 

Kunze devotes the eighth chapter, extending through 130 pages, to 
a rigid inquiry into the long conflict of the church with Gnosticism and 
Marcionism touching the critical standard of Christian belief. Like 
other parts of the book, the discussion enters into details, and is full 
and exhaustive — a discussion that will amply reward the patient 
student. 

The subordination of the regula fidei to Scripture as prevalent in 
the ante-Nicene age continued in the history of the church until the 
growing authority of the papacy attained supremacy. Gradually dur- 
ing the mediaeval period the attitude of tradition toward Scripture was 
reversed ; the reversal becoming complete in the decrees of the council 
of Trent. Scripture was subordinated to the authority of the hierarchy. 
Kunze summarizes this doctrine of Roman Catholicism as follows : 
The canon of the Old and New Testaments has become what it is by 
the determination of the church ; the canon is mechanically and 
unchangeably fixed by her decrees ; it is a collection in all its parts of 
equal value, since the whole has its origin in inspiration, that is, the 
one Holy Ghost is the author of Scripture, and all its contents are the 
Word of God ; only the church has authority to interpret Scripture 

(P- 3n)- 

The final chapter brings to view the revival, by the reformers of the 
sixteenth century, of the ideas of the early church concerning the 
relation of the apostles' creed to Scripture ; especially the conceptions 
of Luther and Calvin. Luther was somewhat inclined to accept the 
legend respecting the direct apostolic authorship of the creed ; but in 
consequence of the historical investigations of Calvin and his co-work- 
ers the legend was dismissed. The extraordinary excellence of the 
creed as a summary affirmation of the primordial facts of Christian 
revelation was not only acknowledged, but also vindicated and extolled. 
Luther says that the construction is so masterly and pure that it could 
not be made better. Calvin calls it apostolic, but has little concern 
about its authorship (p. 479). 

The author has shown, as he ventures to believe, that in the prin- 
ciple as affirmed by Luther he may recognize the legitimate goal of the 
development in the church of the idea respecting the rule of faith. 
Hence, in connection with his representation of Luther's principle, 
he offers us as the dogmatic result of his historical studies the following 
proposition : The New Testament is and must remain the dogmatic 
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and ethical authority and norm of the Christian church, because it is 
the only authentic historical memorial (Denkmal) of the apostolic gos- 
pel on which the church was founded. A confession of faith is valid 
if governed throughout by Holy Scripture; and the church has 
authority to teach only in subjection to the confession, and through 
the confession in subjection to Scripture (p. 529). 

The work of Dr. Kunze is a scholarly production — a valuable con- 
tribution to Bible literature. It embraces a critical history of the 
question concerning the standard of belief and practice in every 
period and amid all the doctrinal conflicts of the church. The book 
merits a translation into English, as in English we have no work, so 
far as my knowledge extends, so thorough, scholarly, and complete on 
this aspect of the claims of the Bible which just now is challenging the 

solemn inquiries of scholars. 

Eml. V. Gerhart. 
Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pa. 

How Much is Left of the Old Doctrines ? By Washington 
Gladden, D.D. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1899, 
Pp. iv+321. $1. 25. 

God's Education of Man. By William DeWitt Hyde, Presi- 
dent of Bowdoin College. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co., 1899. Pp. xii + 252. Si. 25. 

The Theology of Civilization. By Charles F. Dole. New 
York: T. Y. Crowell & Co., 1899. Pp. 256. $1. 

Dr. Gladden, always helpful, has here discussed the present state of 
theological thought for the benefit of doubters on the one hand, and of 
timid believers on the other. He considers the main topics in the 
light of that criticism and science from which some hope and some fear 
so much, and shows, in love for Christian truth and sympathy for per- 
plexed minds, that what is precious in the old faith remains unchanged. 
He not only admits but claims that the forms of doctrine have been 
altered. But he would have us know that the new forms are more free 
from difficulty than the old, and the inspiration of religion is with us 
still. The book will do good service. 

President Hyde has made a suggestive and stimulating contribu- 
tion to the thought of the time. He accepts, defends, and elaborates 
the idea that the true conception of life is educational, with God as the 
educator. The book is a study of God's educational methods, as 



